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Queer Youth Dialogues:
Universal Periodic Review Submission 

Consultation Workshop

Workshop Agenda:
1. Getting Started with the UPR 

Process: Drafting plan
2. Items for this cycle
3. Issue breakdown & 

collaboration
4. Review
5. Next steps
6. Closing questions

Presentation Agenda:
• Welcome & introductions
• What is this working group?
• UPR Quick Introduction
• Timeline for this cycle
• Key phrases and processes
• UPR: full introduction
• Getting Started with the UPR Process: Overview of 

impact 
• Questions 
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What is this working group?

 Using our own experiences, expertise, and networks we will 
contribute to the upcoming cycle of contributions to the UPR process 
for Civil Society Organisations.
o Countries for upcoming cycle: Bahrain, Ecuador, Tunisia, 

Morocco, Indonesia, Finland, United Kingdom, India, Brazil, 
Philippines, Algeria, Poland, Netherlands, South Africa

 After submitting to the upcoming cycle we will review the working 
group format with all who took part and implement any changes to the 
process

 The working group will be repeated in April for the following cycle of 
contributions.
o Countries for following cycle: Argentina, Benin, Czechia, Gabon, 

Ghana, Guatemala, Japan, Pakistan, Peru, Republic of Korea, Sri 
Lanka, Switzerland, Ukraine, Zambia

What is the UPR: quick introduction

o Universal: It applies to each of the 193 Member States of the UN and its scope of 
coverage addresses all human rights issues, including those related to SOGIESC

o Periodic: It is cyclically periodic, rotating every four to five years for every State
o Review: It offers States an opportunity to review their peers’ human rights records 

and be reviewed by them
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How are the reviews conducted? 
Through an interactive discussion between the State under Review and other UN member States. This 
“interactive dialogue” is actually a series of formal statements by governments: the State under Review 
first presenting the human rights situation in its country, and then other countries making 
recommendations to that State.

What is the outcome of the review?
A summary document called the Outcome Report is prepared. It is a summary of the interactive 
discussion and records each of the recommendations that were made.

What is the status of this outcome report? 
During the Working Group sessions the Outcome Report of each State under review of that session is 
adopted. The report then also is adopted during a Human Rights Council session (held three times a 
year) where the State under Review responds to the recommendations and where CSOs with ECOSOC 
status have the opportunity to talk. 

Timeline for this cycle

 Following this live contribution session we will open to document contributions 
and one on one sessions until Friday the 25th of March (with text-based 
contributions at a hard deadline of the 27th of March) 

 On March 28th we will share a document with the summary of the contributions 
that will be included in the submission. 

 The submission will be shared by the deadline on March 31st

We will keep everyone up to date on its progress after this point.
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Key phrases and processes

CSO CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATION

ECOSOC UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

HRC HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL: The Human Rights Council, is an inter-governmental

body within the United Nations which has the responsibility to promote and protect 
human rights. It is comprised of 47 Member States each elected to 3-year terms by the 
193 Member States of the United Nations.

ILGA INTERNATIONAL LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANS AND INTERSEX ASSOCIATION

OHCHR OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS: The Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights is an agency of the United Nations which holds the 
mandate to promote and protect human rights. It coordinates human rights activity 
throughout the United Nations, including during the Universal Periodic Review.

Key phrases and processes

SOGIESC SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY AND EXPRESSION AND SEX CHARACTERISTICS

UPR UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW: The Universal Periodic Review is a mechanism of the

Human Rights Council which monitors and seeks to improve the human rights record of 
all 193 United Nations Member States. Every Member State is reviewed and receives 
recommendations to improve its human rights situation every five years.

UN The United Nations is an international organisation comprising 193 Member States. It 
has the mission of maintaining peace and security, protecting human rights, providing 
humanitarian aid and ensuring economic and social development across the globe. It is a 
network of many different bodies and agencies, each of which has a particular role and 
responsibility.

WGS WORKING GROUP SESSIONS: The Working Group convenes 3 times per year in Geneva,

Switzerland in what is called a Working Group Session. Fourteen (14) Member States are 
reviewed during each Working Group Session.
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Key phrases and processes

General Assembly The General Assembly is the main deliberative and policy-making organ of the United 
Nations which makes decisions on international issues such as development and peace 
and security. All 193 Member States are represented and each has one vote.

National Report The National Report is produced by the State under Review in which it outlines its human 
rights situation. This includes best practices and challenges. This is often, but not always, 
developed in consultation with civil society.

Stakeholder 
Submission/ 
Report

A stakeholder submission/report is a document prepared and submitted by a non-
governmental entity with information about a country’s human rights situation ahead of 
that country’s review at the Universal Periodic Review. It can be submitted by a wide 
range of stakeholders, including civil society organisations, human rights defenders or 
academic institutions. It typically, though not necessarily, focuses on a particular thematic 
area, such as sexual orientation, gender identity and expression and sex characteristics. 
Note: This guide uses the terms ‘submission’ and ‘report’ interchangeably.
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The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by Morocco and have 
been supported as fully implemented by Morocco

1. 6.72. Canada: Prohibit discrimination and criminalize violence against persons on the basis of their sexual orientation 
or gender identity

2. 6.73. France: Put an end to discriminations (including legal ones) faced by Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and 
Intersex persons

3. 6.79. Argentina: Take urgent measures to repeal the norms that criminalize and stigmatize LGBTI persons and 
investigate and punish the perpetrators of acts of discrimination and violence against them

The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by the Morocco and 
have been partially rejected by Morocco

1. 6.75. Spain: Ensure the same rights to all citizens, including those of the LGBTI collective, decriminalizing same-sex 
relationships and eliminating all discriminatory legislation on the basis of sexual orientation

The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by Morocco and have 
been rejected by Morocco

1. Ireland: Revise the Penal Code and associated law for compliance with international standards, to guarantee equality 
between men and women, criminalise marital rape, de-criminalise sexual relations outside marriage, abolish 
discrimination against children born outside of marriage, increase the minimum age of marriage to 18; de-criminalise 
consensual same-sex relations and develop public awareness programmes to address stigmatisation of LGBTI persons

2. Uruguay: Decriminalize consensual homosexual relations, and release those who were detained for that cause
3. Belgium: Repeal article 490 of the Penal Code criminalizing sexual relationships outside marriage in order to eliminate 

risks associated with abandonment and institutional stigmatization of children born out of wedlock
4. Mexico: Decriminalize consensual relations between same-sex adults
5. Netherlands: Decriminalize consensual sexual relations, including by repealing penal code provisions in the Articles 

489 to 493, prohibiting same-sex sexual relations, sexual relations outside marriage as well as adultery
6. Iceland: Repeal legislation, in particular Article 489 of the Penal Code, criminalising consensual sexual conduct between 

same-sex adults
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What information should you include in your CSO report?
• Check for the SOGIESC recommendations accepted/supported or noted by your country during the 

previous review. This involves providing information on any positive developments, inaction or 
regressive measures taken by your government with regards to their implementation and analysis on 
the extent to which they have been successfully put into place. This is essential in both tracking any 
progress and ensuring that governments are held accountable to the promises they made at the UPR.

• A good practice when drafting your report is to support your claims by referencing international human 
rights treaties, such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) or the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). If there have been 
recommendations from those Treaty Bodies or others, this could also be the chance to include them. 
Recommendations of Special Procedures can also be included in the report. 

• Some States argue that non-traditional or non-binary sexual orientations, gender identities or 
expressions are alien to their region. Demonstrating that there are national or regional standards that 
support LGBTI persons can be a particularly strong argument. For example, if you have a regional 
human rights body that has resolutions, reports and/or case law addressing SOGIESC, SOGIE or SOGI 
issues, make sure you include these references.
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What information should you include in your CSO report?
• Challenges or concerns for LGBTI persons. Explain what you base your knowledge on and outline what are the de facto 

situations in your country. If you have numbers, statistics or examples, use them.
• Good practices that your government may have undertaken for LGBTI persons.
• Provide information that is current and within the time frame of the Cycle. For example, if your country was last reviewed in

2013, provide information from 2013 to 2017. Don’t use old or irrelevant information that no longer applies
• Each issue that you raise should contain: a general statement, examples of real situations to give life and credibility to the 

general statement and specific, measurable, achievable, relevant and time-bound recommendations (S.M.A.R.T.)

Technical Requirements:
• Format: the submission (report) must be in word format
• Length (footnotes are excluded from the
• word count):

• Individual submission: 2,851 words (approx. 5 pages)
• Joint submission: 5,360 words (approx. 10 pages)

• Identification: The submission must include in the cover page:
• name(s) of the CSO(s)
• include a brief description of the main activities of your CSO
• short summary of your submission

• Language: The submission should be in one of the six UN official language, but according to the technical guidelines of the 
OHCHR, written contributions are preferred to be written in: English, French or Spanish.

• Number paragraphs and pages

Getting Started with the UPR Process: Overview of this contribution’s impact 
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Do you have concerns regards your security?
It is important to consider security issues before, during and after drafting your report. All reports must
identify the name of the submitting organisation rather than an individual, and cannot be withdrawn.
Further, the report itself will also be public so consider carefully what is in it, especially if there is a real
risk of reprisals against civil society in your country. Take all the necessary measures within your capacity
to avoid reprisals. 

There are various ways to mitigate these risks, such as making a joint-submission in a coalition or asking
another organisation to formally submit the report on your behalf, for example your ILGA region. If you need
further information on this please contact our UPR desk: upr@ilga.org

If you face reprisals during any stage of this process, please directly contact the OHCHR at: reprisals@ohchr.org

And if you face immediate threats contact the Protect Defenders website at: www.protectdefenders.eu

Summary & 
Questions
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